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LVIII. An ExtraB of a Letter of Monjteur 
De la Lande, of the R&yal Academy of 
Sciences at Paris, to Dr. Bevis, dated there 
March 26, 1762. Tranjlated from the 
French. 

EeadMayis, T Have received, with a great deal of 
' '^ ^' j[ gratitude, The Seamatis PraBicey which 
you were fo good as to fend to me. I return you my 
moft humble thanks for it. I had never heard, that 
Norwood's meafure had been printed fo early as the 
year 1636 s and I did not think, that before Newton, 
that is, before 1666, it was at all known* I aflure 
you, that I will publifh in oxxxMemoires an extrad of 
this book, in order to do homage to the kbours of 
that celebrated Englishman, who had preceded us 
with relation to the figure of the earth. I am forry, 
that I have feemed to have been in doubt when I 
fpoke of it, and that my book is already difperfed : 
but I (hall find an opportunity to repair this another 
time. In the mean time, do me the juftice to ob^ 
ferve, that I did not fay, that Norwood's meafure did 
not exifti but only, that Newton had no knowledge 
of it, as feems to refult from the teftimony of Dr. 
Pemberton, who relates, that Newton having had 
the notion of the attradion of earth upon the moon, 
was diverted from purfuing it^ by obferving, that 
the earth was too large not to produce a greater at- 
tf a<3:ion. If any member of your iiluftrious Royal So- 
ciety is offended with my refledions, I defire you to 
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make my excufes to him, and to alTure the Royal So- 
ciety of my moft humble rejfpeds. 

** J'ai recu avec beaucoup de reconnoiflance le livrc 
*' de Seaman $ Fradlice^ que vous aves eu la bonte de 
<*^ m envoyer : je vous en fais mes tres humbles remer- 
cimens : je n'avois jamais oiii dire que la mefure de 
Norwood eut ete imprimee des 1636, et je ne croioia 
^^ pas quavant Newton, ceft a dire avant j666, on 
en eut en connoiflance. Je vous affure que je ferai im- 
primer dans nos Memoires un extradt de ee livre 
<' pour rendre hommagc aux travaux du celebre An- 
*^ gloiSj qui nous avoit precede fur la figure de la terre. 
" Je fuis fache d'avoir paru en doute lorfque j en ai 
" parle, et que mon livre foit deja diftribue par touts 
" mais je trouverai bien Toccafion de reparer cela une 
** autre fois, Cependant, faites moi la juftice d'ob- 
" ferver, que je n'ai pas dit que la mefure de Norwood 
" ne fut pas exiftente, mais feulement que Newton 
" n^en avoit pas connoiflance, comme il femble refulter 
<< du temoignage de Pemberton, qui raconte, que 
** Newton ayant eu I'ldee de Tattracftion de la terre 
fur la lune, en fut detourne fur ce que il vit, que la 
terre etoit trop grande pour ne produire pas une 
plus grande attra<Sion, Si quelqu*un dans votre 
illuflre Societe Royale efl bleflee de mes reflexions, 
" je vous prie de lui en faire mes excufes, et d'af^- 
« furer la Societe Royale de mes tres humbles re- 
*^ fpeds." 
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